Old Man Profiler Plaza Continues to Take Shape
    FRANCONIA, NH (August 2011) - A boulder bearing a plaque that has been in place for more than 80 years honoring Granite State veterans in Franconia Notch will remain in place, after work crews Aug. 5 tried to remove it to place it in a more prominent spot at the Old Man of the Mountain Profiler Plaza.

    "It weighs about 5 tons and we just couldn't budge it," said Dick Hamilton, president of the Old Man of the Mountain Legacy Fund, which designed and raised money for the first phase of a monument to the iconic profile that was New Hampshire's state symbol.

    The huge rock sits at the shore of Profile Lake, about 1,200 feet under the spot where the Old Man perched until his fall in May 2003. The plaque, which has been in place since a ceremony in September 1928, notes that the Franconia Notch Forest Reservation and Memorial Park is "Dedicated as a memorial to the men and women of New Hampshire who served the nation in times of war."

    With the construction of the Old Man of the Mountain Profiler Plaza this spring, which includes seven "profilers" that recreate the visage of the Old Man as he was and hundreds of engraved granite pavers, the lakeside park has been undergoing a redesign this summer.

    Hamilton said the designers wanted to move the memorial boulder to a more prominent spot, but it was clear it would be impossible.

    "It just weighed too much and it would have meant having to do some extensive excavation," he said. "The rock had settled over the years, but we were able to straighten it out and now, I think, people will be able to see it much better and have an understanding of the history of the park, which has been forgotten."

    In the early 1920s, Franconia Notch and the Old Man were privately owned, with logging companies interested in acquiring the land. Through the efforts of the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests and the General Federated Women's Clubs of New Hampshire, enough money was raised for the state to acquire the noth and forever preserve it.

    The Profiler Plaza was closed Thursday and Friday (Aug. 4&5) so that Marc Chronis of NH Granite Co., in Pembroke could put in place nine granite benches, sold as part of the fundraising effort for the first phase of the monument. The benches were purchased by benefactors including McDonald's of New Hampshire and CNL, which owns the Omni Mount Washington Hotel, as well as other families and organizations.

    Stonemasons were also called back to continue laying the engraved granite pavers, which are still available, the proceeds from which are being used to pay for the first phase.

    Nearly 350 people from around the country have purchased the pavers; about 100 have been sold since the dedication of the plaza on June 12.

    John DeVivo, general manager of Cannon Mountain, said the plaza has created new interest in the Old Man site and revived lots of memories.

    "I would say a couple of hundred people every day come down to see the plaza and the reception has been overwhelmingly positive," he said. "I thought it might have slowed down after the dedication, but that's not the case."

    Sometime next month, JB Helicopters, which for years ferried the workers who helped maintain the Old Man every summer, will fly a 700 lbs. turnbuckle from the talus slope, where it landed after the collapse, to the Profiler Plaza. The turnbuckles helped the Old Man to defy gravity for close to a century.

    "There are three (turnbuckles) that will remain up on the mountain," Hamilton said. "This one was the long, diagonal one that came down when the Old Man fell."

    Granite pavers and benches that are a part of the Old Man of the Mountain Profiler Plaza are still available.

    For more information on the work of the Old Man of the Mountain Legacy Fund, a private 5013C corporation, and how to be involved, visit www.NHOldMan.org or call 603-505-8447.

